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From the President
Advocating for You Is Job 1

If you’ve never joined the
ECSGA on one of our trips
to D.C. or a meeting of the
Interstate Shellfish Sanita-
tion Conference (ISSC),
you’re missing two of the
biggest reasons to support
the association. These events
provide major opportuni-
ties to influence federal
legislation and regulations.
Attending them has been a
top priority for more than
20 years, and experience has taught us how to be
effective advocates for your needs.

President
Jeff Auger

My first Hill walk occurred almost 10 years ago.

I remember traveling down to a wintry D.C. to
discuss ocean acidification, Vibrio regulations and
Red Knot issues. Those initial trips were largely
spent educating staffers and agency officials about
shellfish aquaculture. We have a great story to share
about sustainable seafood, jobs and environmental
benefits. Now many Hill staffers are eager to help us
grow our businesses and protect our livelihoods. Of
course, it doesn’t hurt that we throw a great shellfish
and wine reception that they all want an invite to.

This year we brought 16 growers to 30 meetings
with agencies, representatives and senators. We split
into teams and put on over 9 miles racing from of-
fice to office. For a bunch of folks who usually work
in muddy Grundens, we cleaned up pretty well, and
I think we got our message across quite effectively.
(See the full story below.)

Just a few weeks before the Hill Walk many
ECSGA members attended the biennial ISSC meet-
ing in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. (Story on page 2).
This event allows industry members to take part

in the debates determining the health and sanita-
tion regulations governing shellfish aquaculture.

It’s critical to have an industry presence during this
meeting because regulators often propose or change
rules without a full appreciation of the potential
impacts to our farms and our livelihoods.

Before each meeting, our executive director and
several ISSC veterans spend a huge amount of time
coordinating and educating ECSGA members, so
we were pretty well coached far in advance of the
five-day meeting. With about 30 subcommittees and
nearly 100 regulatory proposals to be voted on this
year, the extensive prep work was crucial.

Federal issues have a tremendous impact on our
work. Most of us are pretty much in tune with our
local and state politics, but it is also essential to have
representation in front of the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration, NOAA, USDA and Congress. Over
the years I have seen the ECSGA successfully push
back against harmful regulations and notch big wins
(like the Jones Act exemption).

The working-waterfront issue we championed in
D.C. this spring illustrates this perfectly. We were
able to build a consensus around different indus-
tries, states and political affiliations to generate sup-
port for funding to protect and preserve our work-
ing waterfronts, which are quickly being eroded by
condominiums and mansions. There is still much
work to be done before any money is allocated (go,
Bob go) but getting in front of our national repre-
sentatives is a necessary first step.

—Continued on page 8

The Long-Awaited Return of
Walk the Hill in D.C.

by Robert Rheault,
ECSGA Executive Director

After a three-year break for COVID-19 we were
finally able to get back to in-person meetings in
D.C., and this year’s Walk the Hill event in April
was a great success. The ECSGA fielded a team
of 16 members from 10 East Coast states who met
with staffers of 30 congressional offices, educating
them about shellfish farming in their states and the
needs of our industry. We also made time to meet
with the leadership of NOAA and USDA. Joining
us on this trip were our friends from the Pacific
Coast Shellfish Growers Association (PCSGA)
and Paul Zajicek from the National Aquaculture
Association (NAA).

In our meetings we stressed the importance of sev-
eral issues, including some requested tweaks to the
Farm Bill, a need to expand our oyster breeding
program to include hard clams, and a plea to help
us preserve working waterfront access for commer-
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A dozen of the 16 participants of the 2023 Walk the Hill
event take a break and pose for a pic in the halls of the
Cannon House offce building at the U.S. Capitol.

cial boats. On the fun side, we co-hosted a fantastic
reception with the great folks from Wine America
and the Wine Institute, where we served hundreds
of staffers and dozens of members of Congress
almost 2,000 oysters sourced from both coasts.

Of course, we also said thanks to those members
who helped us pass our Jones Act exemption for
aquaculture workers, and made clear our contin-
ued support for NOAA, Sea Grant and the many
research grant programs we depend on.

—Continued on page 11
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Nature Conservancy and Pew Expand Oyster
Restoration And Resiliency Initiative

The Nature Conservancy (TNC) and The
Pew Charitable Trusts (Pew) will expand
their joint effort to rebuild oyster reefs and to
promote innovation, resilience and diversity
within the oyster aquaculture industry.

Over the next three years, the Supporting
Opyster Aquaculture and Restoration (SOAR)
Purchase Program will buy up to 2.5 million
farmed oysters from shellfish growers that
will be used to rebuild reefs in Maine, New
Hampshire, Massachusetts, New York, New
Jersey, Maryland, California and Washing-
ton State. In addition to restoring 30 acres of

JERRY AND MARCY MONKMAN/
ECOPHOTOGRAPHY, 2020

Brian Gennaco of Virgin Oyster Company displays
an oyster as he readies his harvest to be added
to areef in Great Bay as part of the Supporting

Oyster Aquaculture and Restoration (SOAR)
program in Durham, New Hampshire.
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oyster reef habitat, the program
aims to support 100 oyster farms
and 300 jobs. This work will be
made possible by a $3 million
grant from the National Fish and
Wildlife Foundation’s National
Coastal Resilience Fund' and

an additional $3.3 million from
Builders Initiative?, the philan-
thropic team of Builders Vision?.

The organizations are also
renewing the SOAR Resiliency
Fund, which provides small
awards to farmers and aligned
organizations for projects that
advance marine conservation
and create new economic op-
portunities for shellfish farmers.
With support from Builders
Initiative, the fund intends to
support 50 industry-led projects.
Applications will open later this
year—for the latest information,

visit nature.org/SOAR.

This next phase of the SOAR
project will build upon work that

reliable and diversified restoration market, in
which oysters are sold not only as a deli-
cacy, but also to help strengthen the nation’s
coastlines.

TNC has long invested in the shellfish farm-
ing community through its scientific col-
laborations, the development of siting tools,
its assessment of ecosystem services, and the
Shellfish Growers Climate Coalition*, which
the organization helped found in 2018. Simi-
larly, Pew and its partners work to improve
the resilience of valuable coastal waters

and habitats by identifying and advancing
science-based conservation measures and
solutions.

TNC and Pew look forward to continuing

our partnership with the shellfish industry on
the SOAR program, and welcome comments
and feedback, which you can email to soar@

tnc.org.

Sincerely,

The Nature Conservancy,
The Pew Charitable Trusts

Notes

1. www.nfwf.org/programs/
national-coastal-resilience-fund

2. www.buildersinitiative.org/

3. www.buildersvision.com/

See our Algal Toxin and Marine Biotoxin
test kits at www.abraxiskits.com!

JAY FLEMING, 2021

Oyster Recovery Project staffers planting oysters
purchased through the SOAR program onto the
Prospect Bay oyster sanctuary reef near Kent
Island, Maryland. Over the next three years SOAR
will buy up to 2.5 million farmed oysters from
shellfish growers that will be used to restore 30
acres of oyster reef habitat in eight states, while
supporting 100 oyster farms and 300 jobs.

4. www.nature.org/en-us/what-we-do/
our-priorities/tackle-climate-change/
climate-change-stories/shellfsh-growers-
climate-coalition/

Answers In Hours, Not Days
New Domoic Acid (ASP)

Broadest sensitivity (down to 6.5 parts per trillic
Quantitative answers in < 2 hours
Test shellfish or seawater

Proven ELISA technology

Ready to use standards - no serial dilution requi
Requires only basic lab skills and equipment

GOLD

STANDARD
DIAGNOSTICS

began initially to help shellfish
farmers withstand market shocks
caused by the COVID-19 pan-
demic. SOAR’s success in its first
two years demonstrated how
shellfish farmers benefit from a

Gold Standard Diagnostics Horsham, Inc., Warminster, PA, USA | P: 215-357-3911
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Sustainable Aquaculture
Needs Sustainable Gear

From recyclable floats to biodegradable rope-
Ketcham Supply is focussed on providing economical
and ecological solutions for aqua-farmers.

KETCHAM

Biodegradable Mussel Eco Oyster Bags:
Sock Netting Made from 50% Recycled Bags

i
-

Biodegradable Tubular ' Bio “Rop'e: Biodegradablé Ropes
Packaging Netting for Seaweed Growing

Ketcham Supply Co Inc 508.997.4787
111 Myrtle Street www.ketchamsupply.com

New Bedford, MA 02740 info@ketchamsupply.com
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—Continued from page 2
ISSC Wrap-Up

concur on certain proposals (or
veto them) and the revised 2023
National Shellfish Sanitation
Program Model Ordinance will
become the new law of the land.

It’s difficult to summarize the
outcome of two days of delib-
erations on some 115 proposed
edits and changes to the NSSP,
but I can say that the tone this
year was less acrimonious than
in past years. The state regula-
tors were largely in harmony
with the industry representa-
tives, and the FDA only occa-
sionally voiced strong opposition
to the positions being voiced. I
strongly advise getting to know
your state regulators and trying
to maintain good relationships
with them.

Overall, I was quite pleased
with the outcomes. Most of

the proposed changes I thought
should be adopted were passed,
and the proposals I was hop-

ing would go away were killed
or sent back to committee for
further debate and refinement.
The process worked, no punches
were thrown and no one seemed
terribly upset at the outcomes. It
is an arcane and often frustrat-
ing process, but it appears to be
working well.

One of the bigger achievements
was the adoption of new guid-
ance for aquaculture that may
attract birds or mammals. Guid-
ance is not regulation, but at
least it provides the states with
uniform thinking on how to deal
with the vexing issues presented
by the sanitation concerns of
bird waste on floating gear. (See
related article on page 5)

Please thank those industry
members who took five days
away from work (and spent
thousands on lodging and travel
to Baton Rouge, Louisiana) to
represent your interests. We also
owe a debt of gratitude to those
who have been working for
many months on the numerous
committees to add refinements
that helped develop the language
of many of these changes. The
subcommittee reports make

for quite interesting reading (if
you are into this kind of stuff)
and can be found at www.issc.

org/2023-committee-reports.
I strongly encourage industry

members to get involved and
join the ISSC. These regula-

.

KIM THOMPSON/PCSGA

Each of the 115 proposals to change
the NSSP was debated by a panel of
industry members and regulators.
Audience members chimed in to
support or oppose those changes.
Although the FDA participates in the
debate, they do not have a vote, but
they do have the power to veto any
changes.

tions impact every aspect of our
industry and if you’re not at the
table making the rules, then you
don’t have a right to complain
about the outcome. And if you
really hate some of the regula-
tions you have to abide by, then
consider making a proposal to
change them in two years at the
next conference. I am happy to
help. If you don’t have time to
get involved, then all the more
reason to support the work of
the ECSGA, which will con-
tinue to show up to protect your
interests.

SHIPMENT
TEMPERATURE

MONITORING

Call to discuss shellfish temperature monitoring solutions

Stephanie Perl
phone: 201-914-9286
email: stephanie@timestripnorthamerica.com
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Rookie Mistakes

Whether you’ve been growing
shellfish for years or are just
starting out, it never hurts to
review some common rookie
mistakes that could end up cost-
ing you a bundle. Visit ecsga.
org/rookie-mistakes to watch

the video or to read the full list.

Tips for Success

1. Don’t get greedy. Never buy
or plant more seed than you
have gear to hold it or time to
maintain it. Overcrowding and
poor husbandry lead to poor
growth and bad meat condition,
and could lead to diseases and
overwinter mortality. Overstock-

ing bags and failing to stay on
top of fouling is the most com-
mon cause of crop failure.

2. If you put oyster seed in a
bag with openings that are too
close to the seed size, many
will grow into the mesh and
you will have to kill them to
separate them from the bag.
Rule of thumb: mesh size of

Go Higher
with Sceplast

Save floor space and maintain proper water
flow from our shellfish storage containers

(sesaplesct)

SZAPLAST | Saint John, NB Canada | Phone: +1 800 567 3966 | E-mail: sales.sj@saeplast.com | www.saeplast.com
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o Seamless construction using
PEGT modified acrylic resin

~ near clarity of pure acrylic

~ more resistant to cracking
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Improved Bottle Silos

the sieve should be ~1.5 times
the mesh size of the bag you are
going into.

3. Learn the difference between
sieve size and seed size. 3-mm
seed will not be retained in a
3-mm mesh bag. Order seed that
is retained on a mesh larger than
your smallest mesh or ask the
hatchery what size screens they
sort their seed on. Since they
may ship the wrong size, when
you get your seed, test it in a
way where you can recover any
seed that slips through the mesh.

ED LALLO/GULF SEAFOOD NEWS

4. Learn to walk, before you
run. Start with large seed. It
costs more, but time to market
is shorter and you’ll avoid some
of the pitfalls of working with
small seed. If you lose a cup

of 1-mm seed you have lost
250,000 animals. If you lose a
cup of 4" seed you won't notice
the difference.

5. Sign up for ELAP coverage:
it will pay out 70-90% of the
value of your crop loss from a
storm or freeze. Don’t wait until
after the hurricane hits. Read
all about it in our August 2021
newsletter or visit the USDA
website.

6. Join your industry associa-
tions: state, local and national.
They work hard advocating for
you and rely on your support.

—Continued from page 1
From the President

If you have any desire to join

us on these outings please reach
out—we need all the help and
support we can get. Similarly, if
there are issues that you think we
should be focusing on or need to
be aware of, please let us know.
We are here to help you grow
and sustain your business and
your livelihood.

Also please thank the farmers
and business owners who took
time away from work and spent
thousands of their hard-earned
dollars to travel to D.C. and
Louisiana to advocate on your
behalf.
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Birds and Sanitation

While water samples taken 70
feet from the lease just a few
days prior had tested clean,
meat samples taken after the
illnesses were reported showed
quite high levels of the bacteria,
demonstrating just how chal-
lenging sampling can be. Once
the grower sank the floating gear
it took less than 18 days for the
meats to test clean.

Steve Jones of the University
of New Hampshire reported on

years of microbial source-track-
ing work where he observed
bird-related microbial contami-
nation in most samples. The
fact that there have been only a
handful of illnesses related to
shellfish consumption hammers
home the fact that the preva-
lence of human pathogens in
wild bird waste is quite rare.

Dr. Rachel Nobel of the Univer-
sity of North Carolina empha-
sized the need for more studies.
She pointed out that molecular
techniques can be useful in
identifying whether observed

For Perishable
Catering Products
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FC come from a human source,
where risk is well established,

or from wildlife, where risk is
poorly understood. Unfortunate-
ly, most molecular techniques
only indicate the presence of
genes, but cannot tell you if the
pathogens are viable, or if they
have died baking in the sun on a
black float. Furthermore, unless
you culture the pathogens and
identify the strains, it is usually
difficult to say whether they
pose a threat to humans at all,
since most pathogens are highly
species-specific.

Chris Schillaci, NOAA'’s Re-
gional Aquaculture Coordinator
in the Greater Atlantic Region,
summarized the 14 pages of
guidance that had just been ad-
opted at the March ISSC meet-
ing (pending FDA approval).

In developing the guidance, the
Aquaculture Commitee of the
ISSC tried to provide states with
a range of options to help them
determine how best to manage
bird problems, encouraging
state regulators to consider
tidal flow and depth before
mandating expensive repellent
measures and mandatory re-
submergence protocols.

Bobbi Hudson, executive direc-
tor of the Pacific Shellfish Insti-
tute, did a magnificent job sum-
marizing many of the known
unknowns, drawing on a number

AQUAMESH®

PREMIUM QUALITY MARINE-GRADE WIRE PRODUCTS
PROUDLY MADE IN THE USA

www.riverdale.com
I C.co\'5A2023 e

URI/RI DEM

Since birds are smart and quickly
acclimate to deterrents, you may
have to use a variety of approaches
and mix them up. These could
include monofilament line, zip-tie
“ticklers,” scare kites, sprinklers,
OysterGro® BirdAway hawk systems,
wire tufts and gull sweeps.

of publications that describe

the rarity of human pathogens
in wildlife waste, and the chal-
lenges of estimating risk in a

sea of uncertainty. Clearly, the
risk of contamination in areas
with massive 12-foot tides (like
Washington State) is not the
same as it might be in an area
like Maryland or the Gulf of
Mexico, where 3-foot tides are
more the norm. Hudson quoted
a recent meta-analysis indicating
that “data are too limited and bi-
ased to make data-driven recom-
mendations for managing wild
birds to reduce enteric pathogen
spillover to people.” Her presen-
tation contains a lot of useful
information and resources and is
posted at ECSGA.org?.

I remain hopeful that the new
molecular tools allowing for
source tracking on coliform
samples will eventually help
regulators consider ways to
avoid closing growing areas
when high FC counts can be
tracked to birds and when hu-
man sources can be ruled out. I
am also confident that growers
will continue to develop cost-
effective, workable repellents to
deter birds in areas where low
tidal flushing indicates the need
for such measures.

Notes

1. ecsga.org/wp-content/
uploads/2023/04/MullerNSA-
2023BirdsAqPPT.pdf

2. ecsga.org/bird-interactions

3. ecsga.org/wp-content/up-
loads/2023/04/BirdsOnFloat-
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Gulf Coast Update

by Terry Boyd,
Magnolia Key Oyster Co.
Biloxi, Mississippi

Over the last decade, Gulf Coast
shellfish growers have weathered
their share of ups and downs in
the industry. As more farmers
come online, they are dealing
with the twin hurdles of harsh
hurricane seasons and shortages
of available seed. But on the plus
side, Gulf waterfronts are homes
to some of the most resilient
communities in the country.

Seafood is a way of life here,
and Gulf growers have culti-
vated a passion for providing
some of the safest and highest
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For business, for community and
for our environment.

quality shellfish available. As we
approach milestones in the in-
dustry, it’s now more important
than ever to provide support to
growers in the region.

At the Oyster South Symposium
in 2019, at a meeting to discuss
the need for a Gulf Coast grow-
ers association, participants
unanimously decided that it was
imperative to form an asso-
ciation to represent the region.
After some consideration, it
became clear that a Gulf chap-
ter of the ECSGA would be a
way to get started until we could
form our own association. And
so with the help of Bill Wal-

ton and Bob Rheault, the Gulf
chapter of the ECSGA was
born. At the time Walton was
working with shellfish farmers
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The OysterGro® system works!

Designed to deliver

Developed through many years of

innovation and testing, the

OysterGro® system offers all the

in-depth knowledge and

T ——

TERRY BOYD
Terry Boyd is the interim director
of the newly formed Gulf Shellfish
Farmers Association and the Gulf
Coast representative on the ECSGA
board of directors.

as the marine extension special-
ist for the Alabama Cooperative
Extension System and serving as
director of the Auburn Univer-

specialized equipment required for

the cost-efficient, commercial

production of high-quality oysters.

Track record

the best price
« Desirable size and shape
.+ Consistent growth
« Appealing look

.+ High-value harvest

Built rugged, built to last

« Designed, engineered and
tested for strength and

== performance
“ew - Built with the best quality

materials in the market
« Over the last two decades

OysterGro® has proven to stand

! up to bad weather from winter
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ice and storms through to
hurricanes
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» OysterGro® consistently produces
a higher quality oyster that delivers

sity Shellfish Lab located on
Dauphin Island, on Alabama’s
Gulf Coast. It was only natural
that he take the reins as the first
Gulf Coast representative on the
ECSGA’s board of directors.

Then in 2021, when Walton was
named Acuff Professor of Ma-
rine Science and Shellfish Aqua-
culture Program Coordinator at
the Virginia Institute of Marine
Science, John Supan stepped in
as Gulf Coast representative.
Supan brought decades of expe-
rience in oyster biology, culture,
sanitation and management to
the position, and is currently
the sole proprietor of Sea Farms
Consulting LLC, which primar-
ily sells components and com-
plete bottle nursery systems.

—Continued on page 15

Engineered to be a highly
efficient & productive

farming method

« Gives you the advantage - as
your oysters are consistently
feeding in the nutrient rich
waters just below the surface
» Better access - OysterGro® is
designed to be easy to work
with from your boat so you're
less restricted by tides

« Highly efficient - each 6-bag
unit will carry 1,200 to 1,500
grow out oysters, so you
handle less equipment but
produce more oysters

BBI Group
P.O.Box 2162
Bouctouche, NB
E4S 2)2

T 506 743-5455

F 506 743-6729
info@oystergro.com
www.oystergro.com



http://www.oystergro.com/
mailto:info%40oystergro.com?subject=ECSGA%20ad



https://lowcooysters.com/cages
https://www.facebook.com/lowcooysters
https://www.instagram.com/lowcooysters/
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https://www.shellevator.com/
mailto:andydepaola%40gmail.com?subject=ECSGA%20newsletter%20ad



https://www.godeepintl.com/
mailto:info%40godeepintl.com?subject=ECSGA%20newsletter
https://fish-news.com/ffn/
https://www.oceanfarmsupply.com/
mailto:info%40oceanfarmsupply.com?subject=ECSGA%20Newsletter%20ad
https://www.oceanfarmr.com/

ECSGA Dues Categories

Growers, dealers and equipment suppliers enjoy full voting rights.

(If you are both a grower and a dealer simply ask yourself where
most of your revenue comes from.) If you don’t fall into one of
these industry categories please consider joining as a non-voting
associate member.

Member Type Gross Annual Sales | Dues
Grower $0 to 50,000 $100
Grower $50,000 to $100,000 $200
Grower $100,000 to 300,000 $500
Grower $300,000 to 1 million $1,000
Grower $1 million to $3 million | $2,000
Grower over $3 million $3,000

Shellfish Dealers and
Equipment Suppliers $250
Restaurant Ally $100
Non-voting
Associate $50

Because ECSGA is a 501(c)(6) non-profit trade organization, a
portion of your membership dues may be tax deductible as a
business expense; please contact us for details.

You can pay online using PayPal or your credit card on our web-
site ECSGA.org or mail this form with your check to:

ECSGA, 1623 Whitesville Rd, Toms River, NJ 08755

Name

Company

Street Address

City, State, Zip

Email

Phone

Member Type and Level*

* Rest assured, your sales information will be closely
guarded and will not be shared!
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MADE IN U.S.A.

Packed by
Cortifization PE421FSS

Tough & Durable
Construction
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| Belon Oysters ‘.

+ PRODUCT OF MAINE, USA -

100% Recyclable
with Plastic #5

Waterproot

] 1 LIVE MUSSELS %
MOULES VIVANTS

[ B,

Space Saving
vs. Foam

Weight Saving
vs. Waxed Boxes

PACKAGING PRODUCTS CORPORATION

00 FISH AND SHELLFISH PACKAGING SPECIALISTS

=" 198 Herman Melville Boulevard, New Bedford, MA 02740 USA Ph 1-508-997-5150

y Fax: 1-508-993-9807 ¢ USA & Canada Toll Free 1-800-225-0484
Reach out today!

Email: info@pkgprod.com ¢ Website: www.pkgprod.com
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