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TOLL: 1-844-450-4315 

www.raptechs.cominfo@raptechs.com

 WE ARE HERE to SERVE INVENTORY and
MANUFACTURING LOCATIONS:

NB, CA | ME, USA | RI, USA

Proudly made in  North America

New England customers call

1-800-426-4526

4 Bag Cage:  
8.5GA – 4.5”X 4.5” WIRE

Marine Grade  
Aluminum Oyster Cages

6 Bag Cage:
10.5GA – 2”X 2” Wire

SITE MARKER 
BUOYS & SOLAR 
POWERED LIGHTS

OYSTER BAG FLOATS OYSTER CAGE FLOATS

GD-OF-94-2C
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GD-OF-66-2C

GD-OF-11-1C

GD-OF-11-S
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AQUAMESH®
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riverdale.com

The New York Division of  Environmental Con-
servation’s (NYSDEC) Division of  Water, Region 
1 has released the New York and Connecticut 
Shellfish and Seaweed Aquaculture Viewer on the 
Long Island Sound Study website. The viewer is an 
interactive online map that provides spatial infor-
mation for all of  New York’s Marine and Coastal 
District and of  Connecticut’s Coastal Area to assist 
prospective, new, or current aquaculture growers in 
siting or expanding shellfish and seaweed opera-
tions. The map provides detailed information on 
natural resources, environmental conditions, navi-
gation, regulatory requirements and potential use 
conflicts, which all combine to aid in identifying 
potential locations for shellfish and seaweed farms. 

The tool is designed to help poten-
tial shellfish and seaweed growers 
and other users of  the coastal area 
assess conditions based on existing 
datasets and to identify potential 
risks and long-term suitability for 
particular areas. Resource manag-
ers, program managers and other 
stakeholders will be able to use this 
tool for future decision making re-
garding bioextraction and the role 
it can play in reducing nitrogen in 
Long Island Sound and the South 
Shore Estuary of  Long Island.

This online resource is the work 
of  the Nutrient Bioextraction 
Initiative, which is a collaboration 
between the NYSDEC, the Long 
Island Regional Planning Council 
and the New England Interstate 
Water Pollution Control  
Commission.

Online Aquaculture Siting 
Tool Released for N.Y., Conn.
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In December 2019 NOAA Fisheries’ Greater 
Atlantic Regional Office welcomed Chris 
Schillaci to our regional aquaculture program, 
stretching from North Carolina to Maine and 
including one of  the largest and fastest grow-
ing segments of  the U.S. marine aquaculture 
industry.

Chris brings considerable experience in aqua-
culture management to his position of  Regional 
Aquaculture Coordinator, gained from more 
than 10 years with the Massachusetts Divi-
sion of  Marine Fisheries (DMF). During his 
time with DMF, Chris worked on a wide range 
of  topics, including aquaculture and shellfish 
management, shellfish sanitation, environmen-
tal permitting, seafood safety and more. He 
spent the last five years with DMF serving as 
the Aquaculture Program Lead, where he was 
responsible for the environmental review and 
permitting of  marine aquaculture activities 
in the state. Chris served as the DMF  
Management Program Coordinator, and repre-
sented the state on a number of  committees at 
the Interstate Shellfish Sanitation Conference, 
including the restoration, aquaculture, 
illness response, and research guidance com-
mittees. He also represented the state on the 
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission’s 
Aquaculture Committee. 

“My time with DMF was a great 
opportunity to gain hands-on experi-
ence with just about every aspect of  
shellfish resource and aquaculture 
management, from project siting 
and environmental review; to day-
to-day operational management, 
harvest, and handling; to  wholesale 
and retail sales,” says Chris. 

“I also had the opportunity to col-
laborate with researchers, managers 
and industry from around the region 
on a number of  projects aimed at 
addressing regulatory and opera-
tional challenges for the aquaculture 
industry. That kind of  collaboration 
and coordination is really what this 
job is all about.”

Chris is a problem solver who really 
enjoys working in a collaborative 
manner with stakeholders from 
across sectors to come up with prac-
tical solutions to challenging prob-
lems. He looks forward to working 
with his NOAA colleagues, partner 
state and federal agencies, indus-
try, and members of  the scientific, 
academic, and NGO communities 
to support and grow sustainable 
aquaculture production in the region 
and beyond. 

Chris holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Conserva-
tion Biology from the University of  Wisconsin-
Madison. He is currently a Master’s candidate 
at the University of  New Hampshire-Durham 
School for Natural Resources and the Environ-
ment, where his thesis work focuses on the use 
of  environmental surveillance and epidemi-
ology to manage  risk 
associated with oyster consumption.

Schillaci Appointed 
NOAA Regional  
Aquaculture Coordinator
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Did You Recently Pivot 
to Online Sales?

As a service to our members we have 
beefed up the Buy Shellfish page (ECSGA.
org/buy-shellfish) on our website. Con-
sumers can visit that page and search for 
growers who offer oysters, clams, shucking 
knives and merch online, at farmers mar-
kets or available for pickup or delivery; they 
can also search for farms that provide cater-
ing or farm tours, and can narrow their 
search by distance from any U.S. location.

If  you’re a member and you’d like to be 
added to our searchable database, head 
over to ECSGA.org/farm-signup-for-
buy-shellfish-page and fill out the online 
form. If  you’d like to be listed but are not 
a member, you can join the association by 
filling out the online form at ECSGA.org/
join-ecsga and pay your dues with Paypal 
or a credit card. If  you’d rather go analog, 
fill out the membership form on page 6 and 
mail it back to us with your check.
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