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Shellfish Notes

by Ed Rhodes, ECSGA Executive Director

First, I want to express my delight at being
able to serve the ECSGA as Executive
Director, and for the good wishes I received
from many of you. With your support, I
believe we can make the ECSGA a first-rate
organization, and one that will have real value
for its members.

I have been involved with shellfish since
1958 when a friend of mine and I built an
oyster reef in Long Island Sound, and I have
been fortunate enough to be involved in the
aquaculture field ever since. Although, like
most of you, I prefer growing shellfish to
administration, I have managed to have a
diverse enough career in government and in the
private sector to have some contacts, skills and
experience that I can apply to this task. And
I’ll work hard for the ECSGA.

My focus in the next few months will be on
building and maintaining a strong membership
base, and on working with that membership to
identify the issues that ECSGA should be

involved with. We have hundreds of companies
and individuals that should be ECSGA
members, and I hope that with your help we can
bring many of them into the fold.

The recent meetings in D.C. with the Pacific
Coast Shellfish Growers Association, and with
the Gulf Oyster Industry Council provided
valuable information on a number of issues, and
some of those are discussed elsewhere in this
newsletter. We need to choose our focus issues
carefully so that our efforts bring tangible
results to most, if not all, of the ECSGA
membership. The process of identifying issues,
building member consensus, and getting
ECSGA Board approval for our actions was
discussed in early February on our e-list and
should serve us well. 1 encourage everyone to
bring new concerns to our e-list or to my
attention directly.

I look forward to working for you in the
coming months.

Farmed Shellfish Made It Onto the “Best Choices” List

Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch
Program has published a national pocket guide
to sustainable seafood in an effort to steer
consumers and chefs away from seafoods they
believe are being grown or harvested
unsustainably. The guide asks consumers to
pick from a list of “Best Choice” seafoods that
are cultured and/or harvested responsibly in
ways that do not harm the environment.

Farmed shellfish landed in the Best Choice
category for the third year, while wild-caught
clams, oysters and mussels landed on the
Caution list because of concerns about habitat
damage during harvest.

The guide will reach two million people by
Earth Day in April 2004. Copies are available
at: http://www.montereybayaquarium.org.



Minutes of the Annual Meeting 2/24/04

held at the 24™ Annual Milford Aquaculture Seminar

Roll call revealed 10 industry members, 14 non-
voting associate members and 12 non-members in
attendance.

President Bob Rheault introduced our new
executive director, Ed Rhodes, who was hired on a
provisional basis at ¥4 time. Ed has a long history of
accomplishments in shellfish aquaculture and will be
a great asset to the organization.

Bylaws were discussed and ratified and the slate of
officers who had been running the organization for
the past year was also approved.

Bob reviewed some of the accomplishments the
ECSGA has achieved over the last year.

» Members published an article in the December
issue of World Aquaculture: Shellfish
aquaculture- In praise of sustainable economies
and environments describing benefits of shellfish
aquaculture; and produced a classy brochure
outlining the benefits of shellfish aquaculture.

» The ECSGA sent a letter to the Army Corps of
Engineers (ACOE) protesting the Coast Oyster
permit situation in Humboldt Bay where the
ACOE has decided that oysters are “fill”
triggering Clean Water Act requirements calling
for a costly environmental impact statement.

» We also sent comments to the EPA protesting
their proposal to allow so-called “sewage
blending” relaxing the standards of sewage
treatment during heavy rainfall events.

» Last June ECSGA members manned a booth at
the annual NOAA/NMFS Fish Fry event in
DC. We shucked and served over 3,000
oysters and clams while delivering the
positive message of sustainable shellfish
culture to attendees between slurps.

» In February ECSGA members Bob Rheault,
Tom Kehoe and Ed Rhodes met with members
of the Pacific Coast Shellfish Growers
Association and the Gulf Oyster Industry
Council in National Fisheries Institute offices
in DC. ECSGA members met with Congress
people and staffers to explain some of our
issues and to introduce ourselves.

Our top issues were the Country of Origin
Labeling Bill which will require growers to
label their product using the words “farm-
raised, product of USA” starting this
September. We also discussed the ACOE

issue mentioned above and spoke in support of
reauthorization of the USDA Specialty Crop
Marketing Program which might help us
develop better markets for our products.

ECSGA committee reports:

Best Management Practices Committee -
Sandy MacFarlane reported that her survey of
the industry showed that the East Coast is
dominated by numerous small farms, with only
a few large firms. Sandy reported that our initial
attempt to get grant funding to develop BMPs
for East Coast growers was denied due to
budget cuts. However she is confident that we
will eventually get funding.

Regulations Committee - Bob Rheault
submitted a 3-page letter to ACOE commenting
on the Coast Oyster application in Humboldt
Bay, pointing out that Coast Oyster’s annual
harvest removes five tons of nitrogen from the
bay. It is important to continue to emphasize the

many environmental benefits of shellfish
farming.

Research Committee - Gregg Rivara reported
that he is sending a letter to funding agencies to
introduce our association and to offer our
assistance in RFP development, and proposal
review. We want to help them stay focused on
industry needs.

Marketing Committee - Tom Kehoe reported
that the committee had met at the 2003 Boston
Seafood Show and identified that committee’s
top priorities as recruiting members and finding
grant money for marketing.

continued next page......






