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From the Mouth of the Bay

As T write this the ice is finally melting off the
roof after one of the coldest Januarys in my memory.
Hopefully the chill has knocked all the oyster
parasites for a loop. I am encouraged by longer days
and the knowledge that warmer temperatures are in
the days ahead. I am also heartened by the continued
growth and progress that I see in our Association.
Our membership grows and we continue to put forth
a professional presence for our members. We are
able to answer press questions and address critical
issues, letting our members concentrate on running
their businesses.

The bitter cold didnt dampen spirits at the
inauguration and it didn’t keep us from visiting a
record 34 Congressional offices when we made our
annual pilgrimage to DC a week later. These are
interesting times in DC to say the least. With the
transfer of power come a raft of new Cabinet
appointments and turnover in all the powerful
committee chairmanship positions. The constant
drumbeat of deteriorating economic conditions and
the harried negotiations on an economic stimulus
package of unprecedented scale made it difficult for
legislators to focus on the issues of our shellfish
community.

As usual we joined our counterparts from the Gulf
and West coast industries for a half-day meeting to
compare notes and issues before we fanned out
across the Hill. The three associations also teamed
up for our annual Congressional reception at the
Acadiana restaurant. Many thanks to our members
who donated shellfish for the event and especially to
Sandy Ingber from Grand Central Oyster Bar and
Bill Mckinley and Tony Marcello from McCormick
and Schmicks who came to the event to prepare
special oyster dishes for the estimated 600 folks who
attended.

This year, we traveled to DC with a contingent of
six members, enabling us to split into two groups
and visit many more offices than in previous years.
We tried to bring attention to our many issues at
every office with pleas for research funding, requests
for funds for marketing and support for H2B visas.
We also asked legislators to support bills authorizing
offshore aquaculture and funding research on ocean
acidification.

For us to be able to continue this work we need
not only the support of our members, but the support
of all of the industries that work with our growers.
We need your help in recruiting members from the
ranks of truckers and boxmakers, dealers and
suppliers that depend on shellfish farmers for their
business. Together we can achieve our goals. If you
know of a grower, dealer or gear supplier who is not
yet a member, please pass them a membership form
and ask for their support.

In my heart I believe that times may be bad, but
they are no where near as bad as the 24-hour news
would have you believe. In the 70°s we had much
worse unemployment, gas lines, runaway inflation
and mortgage interest rates in the high teens. Once
the titanic emotional forces of fear and greed come
back into balance, we will get a recovery and the
economic pendulum will swing back. “When is that
going to happen?” is the big question; that and
“What do we have to do to survive this downturn?”
The best advice I can think of is to trim costs and
then trim them again. Hone your marketing skills
and work on networking and marketing so that you
will be in a good position once the tide turns.

Bob Rheault,
Executive Director






