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From the Mouth of the Bay

As our days get longer I begin to look
forward to going to work without needing to
start the morning oft with the ritual shoveling
snow off the deck and busting ice on our way to
work. Spring is the season of new beginnings
and optimism, and in the ECSGA we have good
reason for optimism as well. This spring we will
unveil several exciting new collaborative
projects that mark the coming of age of the
ECSGA.

I am proud to announce that our lobbying
efforts were successful in attracting over
$700,000 in federal dollars to be directed
towards the newly established East Coast
Shellfish Research Institute. These funds will go
to three industry-directed projects starting this
summer. Over the next few months the ECSRI
will be working with industry to help prioritize
our research goals for the next ten years.

In another effort to spark collaborations
between academia and industry we have
arranged for a full day of industry sessions at
the upcoming National Shellfisheries meeting in
Providence, RI. Read more on page 4.

The ECSGA has been very active this winter,
participating actively in the typical annual flurry
of winter meetings. We held our annual meeting
this year in conjunction with the Aquaculture
Development Conference in Atlantic Beach,
NC. That trip was followed immediately by our
annual Walk on the Hill visit to DC. Again we
partnered with growers from the Pacific and
Gulf coasts as we spread out through the
Congressional offices to deliver our message

and educate the politicians about our issues.
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Read more on page 3.

At World Aquaculture America in Orlando I
was asked to present the industry opinion on the
proposed Organic Standards for shellfish
aquaculture. I didn’t pull any punches in my
assessment of proposed rules that would raise
the bar so high that no domestic producers could
ever possibly qualify. The National Organic
Standards Board would like to make it a very
exclusive club, and they try to do so by
introducing standards that have nothing to do
with organic farming. It is my sincere hope that
these standards are never adopted. I think we
can do much better by promoting our product as
fresh, local, sustainable and safe.

Later in the same conference several dozen
growers participated in a workshop held by the
World Wildlife Federation entitled “A
Molluscan Dialog.” WWF held a similar
workshop at the North Carolina conference in
January and they held one with the PCSGA this
past fall. The final workshop will be held at the
National Shellfisheries Association meeting in
Providence on April 7. The goal of these
meetings is to craft workable standards for
sustainability certification. I think this should be
relatively simple for an industry that is already
widely recognized as sustainable and
environmentally friendly, but there is always the
potential for things to go wrong. I encourage
industry members to come and make yourselves
heard. Read about the NSA meeting on page 4.

Bob Rheault






